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personality of the Sovereign furnishes them with that human element of loyalty which is the best of all political sentiments, better than a sense of security, or an expectation of favours to come.
The type varies from that of a petty chieftain whose rule is as of yesterday to that of the Rajput Rana of Udaipur, who claims descent from the Sun and has never bowed the knee to the conqueror in all the chequered history of mediaeval India. The Rana belongs to the noblest of the Rajput clans, and in one sense may be considered the head of the whole of the Rajput confederacy. His territory is in the sandy deserts of Rajputana, but firmer than the rock which lies beneath that sand is the devotion of his kinsmen and his people. No softness will you find under the shadow of his royal umbrella. His people are hardy and rugged, but true as steel. If we may judge from their past history, and from the songs of the bards that delight them most, they will be ready, matchlock in hand, to face gunpowder and quick-firers for the honour of their clan. Warriors and chieftains are all animated with the most lively spirit of chivalry and daring, which does credit to their ruling House. Civil government in such conditions is mostly a matter of personal rule. The place of law is taken by loyalty and a corporate conscience. There is very little red tape. There are no social strata. The ruling prince himself is only the first among equals in his relations to the noblemen of his court. Each of these noblemen